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October 05, 2026

Dale M. Ruzicka, President
Saddleback Road District
24578 Saddleback Drive
Hermosa, SD 57744

Via email: dmr2460@yahoo.com

OFFICIAL OPINION 26-05

Re:  Official Opinion Concerning the Construction, Modification, or Excavation of
Public Rights of Way within Road District Boundaries

Dear Mr. Ruzicka:

In your capacity as President of Saddleback Road District, you requested an official
opinion from the Attorney General’'s Office on the following questions:

QUESTIONS:

1% What authority does the board of trustees of a road district have to
establish ordinances or rules regulating construction, modification, or
excavation by private parties within the public-road rights-of-way
located inside the district’s boundaries?

2. Does the board of trustees of a road district have the authority to
require a mandatory permitting process in which private parties must
obtain written approval from the district before conducting any
construction, modification, or excavation of public-road rights-of-way
within the district’s roadway boundaries?



























